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Pilot: Julius Brekhus, Norma, N. Dak. : ;

Time & Place: June 29, 1965 = 1845 hrs., 5 mi. W & 3/k mi. N of Grano, N. Dak.

Pilot Time: 19:20 dual, 70:40 solo = 90:00 TT, Student - Age 52

Aircraft & Damage: Piper PAI8, 150 Hp - Total, burned, INJURIES - fatal. Aerial
Applicator. ;

Investigation revealed: Mr. Julius Brekhus as owner-operator of -an-aerial appli-

cation operation had employed a qualified pilot to pilot his plane. The day prior

to the crash he had told the pilot that his services were no longer needed and the

pilot had left. The evening preceding the crash, he had sprayed a few hours, and

on the day of the crash he had spent six hours spraying. A son who was his flag-

man stated that the accident happened on the first run spraying a field in-a W-E

direction, as he was leaving the run. Brekhus' son did not see the accident as

his attention was diverted elsewhere. A witness who did see the oﬂmmr“ stated. that

he happened to glance over toward the aircraft and saw it spin about I3 turns to

the right and disappear from sight in a deep coulee, It appeared from the position

of the crash that the student had made his break away turn into the wind to. the

right. Load consisted of 60-65 gallons plus 35 gallons of gasoline.
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Pilot: Leonard Greshik, Wimbledon, N, Dak,

Time & Place: July 2, 1965, 1:45 CST, 12 mi. N-3W-33N or Jamestown, N. Dak.

Pilot Time: 2250 hours TT, Commercial ASEL ~ Age 51 L
Aircraft & Damage: Piper PA-14, 135Hp, N 4298H, Aerial Applicator - total, burned,
INJURIES: Fatal

Investigation revealed: Pilot arrived on the scene and made a turn waiting while
the farmer-flagman proceeded into position to flag the field. The E~¥/ field was

1 mile long with a clear approach on the east end and an REA line on the west end.
The wind was at 330° at 19 knots as given at Jamestown. After the flagman got in=-
to position, the pilot dropped into the field on the east end and immediately
pulled out again, pulling up to a height of 30 = 50 ft, passing the flagman on the
south side. The pilot then continued in a large sweeping turn to the left and
while on a heading of approximately 30 = 45 at a height of about 100 ft., accord-
ing to witness, the aircraft suddenly nosed down and crashed. Aircraft made ini=
tial ground contact with the right wing at a very steep angle, turning over on ts
back, sliding 60 ft., and burning. It was impossible to ascertain from the witness
as to whether or not the aircraft lost flying speed in the left turn and stalled,
or whether the pilot became incapacitated, slumping over the stick-and flying the
plane into the ground. In a letter from the immediate family to the Aeronautics
Commission, the family stated that Mr, Greshik had suffered severe pains in his
chest all spring. He had taken a physical three weeks prior to the accident, which
had indicated Mr. Greshik was in satisfactory health., It was indicated in the:let»
ter that Mr. Greshik had also suffered labored breathing and excessive sweating on
numerous occasions this past spring. /
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Pilot: Neil 0. Mickelson, Souris, N, Dak,
me & Place: 6:30 p.m. CST ~ 1 mi. East, 3/h4 mile N. of Souris on July 14, 1965
lot Time: 1648 Hrs. TT, Commercial SEL = Age 37 .
ircraft & Damage: Call-Air, N 3569G, 235 Hp. Lyc., Aerial Applicator, Total dam=
age. INJURIES: Fatal
Investigation revealed: Pilot using his son as flagman, had completed spraying of
a 30 acre field of flax. The flax field was % mile long N~§ with clear approaches
on each end of # mile, On the last pass the son had departed for home and did not
see the crash. The wind was very light at about 1 = 2 miles per hour from the SW,
It has been ascertained from witness that the pilot was in a steep turn to the
right when it stalled and started to rotate to the left. Aircraft impacted in
nearly a vertical position 810 feet from the end of the field being sprayed,
striking the left wind hardest, breaking the spar, then continuing the rotation
another 20 = 25 degrees. Impact which has been estimated at about Lo g's, caused
the pilot to break the wide military-type seat belt, although the shoulder straps
held. Cockpit area was not reduced in area and remained intact., Impact caused
severe internal injuries to the pilot and he also received broken legs. He died
three hours later in a Bottineau Hospital,
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Pilot: James E, Fischer, Emmet, N. Dak.

Time & Place: July 7, 1965 at 7:00 p.m. CST ~ | mi. west and 5 mi. § of Emmet, N.D.
Pitot Time: Approx. 2210 TT, Commercial ASEL - Age 38 ;

Aircraft & Damage: Piper PA-11, N 4990H =~ Burned, total. INJURIES: Fract. vertebra
Pilot Statement: On completion of third pass in a west direction, a pullup was
made over a high line, started a procedure turn to the left. The turn was about
3/4 completed when the right wing came up and the aircraft slid to the left into
the ground. Immediately after impact, the aircraft burst into flames.
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ATTENTION ALL PILOTS: Renew your airman certificate registration now. Current
registration certificate is valid from July 1, 1965 to July 1, 1967.









